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‘In the earliest period of Roman law women could not make
wills, because to make a will one had to belong to a comitia,
or political assembly. Nor could they testify in court. Under
archaic procedure testifying was a virile office because the
entire body of citizens had to vouch for a claim in order for it to
stand up in court... women were of course excluded from this
public function. They ceased to be excluded when the meaning
of testimony changed from vouching for the exitance of a
claim guaranteed by all citizens to simply providing evidence.
Women could testify because their testimony no longer had
the abstract force of a kind of mediation, the general import
of an officium’.
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