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Mennipean satire involves a kind of spoofing in which the heroes
of an intellectual community are the spoofed heroes, at least in
formal part via a yoking together of the serious and comical
genres into single texts that observe no generic decorum, as was
recognized already in antiquity. Since the force of this genre is
to call into question the very seriousness and authority of the
practice of the intellectuals themselves, this is also, I argue,
an important avenue for understanding Talmudic ideology.
Significantly, however, this calling into question or putting
limits on the efficacy of intellectuals’ practice does not involve
an abandonment of the authority of those practices. While we
generally think of satire as that which makes fun of a literary
tradition or sociocultural formation, this is only true of one
type of satire...”
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