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It is characteristic of an ancient legal system to require objects of property
to be transferred in a formal manner. The mode of transfer is not for the
purposes of evidence, but is of the essence of the transfer. The object cannot
be publicity. For why for different species of property are different modes
prescribed? [...] The origin seems to lie in the instinct of primitive society
to express itself in all the facts of life, so to say, ceremonially. Only with the
progress of society comes the transition from the formal act to the act which
just expresses the will of the parties.
(George J. Webber, The Principles of the Jewish Law of Property, 10 J. Comp. LEGIs.
& INT'L L. 82, 85 (1928)).
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[TThe curtain principle which emphasises that so far as a proposing purchaser
is concerned, the register book is the sole source of information about the
legal title so that he neither need nor may look behind it. To clutter the picture
with trusts and ‘obscure equities’, for example, is an evil and is forbidden.
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