
Disappearances have existed since time immemorial. The biblical story of Cain and Abel
may be thought of as the first recorded disappearance in history. However, until the events
that occurred in Southern America in 1970s, they were never understood as a single legal
phenomenon. The lecture will explore the evolution of the legal concept of forced
disappearance and its application to different political, economic, social, cultural,
religious, and temporal contexts. We will focus on the transition from multiple social
phenomena to a legal definition, analyze its implicit assumptions and make explicit the
dilemmas, tensions, and hesitations that are generated by such framing.

Prof. Ariel E. Dulitzky
The University of Texas at Austin

The lecture will be held in English
Participation is free, but requires registration
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