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A central feature of legal professionalism is the ideal of public service,
according to which a lawyer must not only represent client interests but
also advance the broader public good. This service ideal has its roots
in the political theory of civic republicanism, which emphasizes the
importance of lawyers’ functioning as a balance wheel in political life.*’
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Deborah L. Rhode, Pro Bono in Principle :387 X721 7727 M2 RWII2 NPT 12°005
and in Practice, 53 J. LEGAL. Epuc. 413, 425 (2003); RicHARD L. ABEL AMERICAN LAWYERS,
129 (1989) ; Lucie E. White, Pro Bono or Partnership: Rethinking Lawyers’ Public Service
Obligations for a New Millennium, 50 J. LEGAL Ebuc. 134, 140 (2000); Russell G. Pearce,
Lawyers as America’s Governing Class: The Formation and Dissolution of the Original
Understanding of the American Lawyers Role, 8 U. CHI. L. ScH. RounDpTABLE 381, 410-5
:19119) (2001); Scott L. Cummings, The Politics of Pro Bono, 52 UCLA L. Rev. 1 (2004)
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Philip R. Lochner, Jr., The No Fee and Low fee Practice of Private Attorneys, 9 Law &
.Soc’y REv. 431-4 (1995)
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“Lawyers have special privileges that should entail special obligations. In the :2X7w°2 17
United States, attorneys have a much more extensive and exclusive right to provide legal
assistance than attorneys in other countries. The American legal profession is responsible
for creating and guarding that right, and its success in restricting lay competition has helped
to price services beyond the reach of millions of consumers. Some pro bono contribution
is not unreasonable to expect from lawyers in return for their privileged status”. Deborah
.L. Rhode, Pro Bono in Principle and in Practice, 53 J. LecaL Epuc. 413 (2003)

Become “interwoven into the basic fabric of the profession, :73 DXT 097721 *7191 DAPRKRP
where it is governed by explicit rules, identifiable practices, and implicit norms promoting
public service”. Scott L. Cummings & Deborah Rhode, Managing Pro Bono: Doing well
.by Doing Better, 78 ForbHam L. Rev. 2359, 2362 (2010)
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Voluntary Pro Bono 1190710% ,6.1 555 — (Model Rules of Professional Conduct - MRPC)
“Every lawyer has a professional responsibility to provide legal services :¥23p ,Public Service
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“The Pro Bono Institute is mandated to explore and identify new approaches :3°D170n DX
to and resources for the provision of legal services to the poor, disadvantaged, and other
individuals or groups unable to secure legal assistance to address critical problems. We do
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so by supporting, enhancing, and transforming the pro bono efforts of major law firms, in-
house corporate legal departments, and public interest organizations in the U.S. and around
.the world”, https://bit.ly/36jHyMP

Lexis-Nexis & Pro BonoNet, Pro Bono Commitment: Lawyers Motivated by Personal
Fulfillment to Use Their Skills for the Public Good, LexisNexis (March 29, 2011) https://
bit.ly/32kpD62; UQ Pro Bono Centre, WHAT DOES PRO BONO PUBLICO MEAN TO LAWYERS? A
REPORT ON THE FINDINGS OF THE PRO BoNo VALUES Project (June 2016) https://law.uq.edu.
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