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We explore a range of halachic voices as clearly and thoroughly as
possible, leaving room for each reader to find a place within it. We don’t
advocate, we educate. We are passionate about informing you about
Halacha, without telling you what to think.
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Whats the halachic basis for leaving out the hair tied up into a bun at the
back with a mitpachat (scarf)?'?’
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When Halacha does not mandate a specific role or action, there is
room for interpreting gender roles in different ways. Deracheha takes
a Halacha-oriented approach to these issues. We explore each area of
Halacha to determine where roles overlap and where they differ.!*
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This question is essentially communal, and its ramifications for the
community’s identity, cohesion, and avodat Hashem play a major part
in any decision. Arriving at a balanced decision entails consultation
with a local religious authority who is in position to judge what will be
of most spiritual benefit to the specific community. In cases like these,
communal customs and norms can have greater halachic weight than

written sources. Our response is intended as a preliminary discussion of

the general issues.'?
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