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The long history begins in the early days of printing, with the
wooden presses and hand-cast type of a new craft. It ends in a world
of universal electrostatic copying and instantancous world-wide
digital communications systems. But the fundamental issues, and
dilemmas which they pose, have perhaps changed less dramatically
than the economic, social and technological environments which
have produced them. Communications technologies depend upon the
existence of that which is to be communicated. Ideas, information
and works of art are the product of the human brain not of the media
in which they are stored and through which they are transmitted and
retrieved. These Intellectual products are created so that others can
receive and benefit from them. That presents the central dilemma:
authors wish to communicate, and to be rewarded for doing so, but
only by imposing restrictions on the mechanisms of communication
can the rewards of creative endeavor be assured. The law and practice
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to a new revolutionary information technology. Printing changed the
environment in which knowledge and information could be deployed
[...] [W]hat the Venetian moment reveals, however, is that from its
legislative origins, intellectual property was not unduly concerned with
the idealized individual and his rights but rather was a city/government-
derived strategy for the development of competitive advantage and
effective economic organization.*
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[...] parties to this treaty also shall implement a general exception to

copyright law, applicable in special cases where the social, cultural,

educational or other developmental benefit of a use outweigh the

costs imposed by it on private parties [and providing for equitable

remuneration to the copyright owner in appropriate circumstances].
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