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Restricting religious freedom or denying education [...] is inconsistent with
these liberal principles and indeed violates one of the reasons liberals have for
wanting to protect cultural membership—namely, that membership in a culture
is what enables informed choice about how to lead one’s life. Hence a liberal
conception of minority rights will condemn certain traditional practices of
minority cultures just as it has historically condemned the traditional practices
of majority cultures and will support their reform. A liberal conception of
minority rights, therefore, will endorse special rights for a minority culture
against the larger community but not against its own members.*
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The argument against Kymlicka is that his account of the place of cultural
minorities seeks to entrench cultural rights on a basis which itself undermines
many forms of cultural community, specifically those that fail in their practices
to conform to liberal norms of tolerance and to honor the liberal ideal of
autonomy. Cultural minorities are given protection—provided they mend
their ways [...]. Thus from the perspective of a defender of the interests of
cultural minorities, Kymlicka’s view has to be found wanting.”
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The tolerance of divergent [...] religious views referred to by the Supreme
Court is a civil tolerance, not a religious one. It does not require a person
to accept any other religion as the equal of the one to which that person
adheres. It merely requires a recognition that in a pluralistic society we must
“live and let live."”
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