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Since evasion/desertion is likely to be perceived by the Eritrean
government as a manifestation of a political opinion. It could, in itself give
rise to a refuge claim. Once an individual establishes that he or she evaded
or deserted from the national service or would be perceived by the Eritrean
authorities as having evaded or deserted from the national service ... the
basis for a refugee claim under the 1951 Refugee Convention is established.
In such a situation, the applicant does not need to produce additional
elements or grounds to substantiate his/her asylum claim. Such a
requirement is unnecessary, redundant and in contravention of the 1951
Refugee Convention™.
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"In the particular circumstances of persecution of evaders/deserters in
Eritrea, the widespread and arbitrary nature of punishment renders it
unnecessary for applicants to establish that he would be individually

targeted by the Eritrean authorities."
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