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"For some time now, a great many scientific endeavors have been directed
toward making life also 'artificial', toward cutting the last tie through which
even man belongs among the children of nature. It is the same desire to
escape from imprisonment to earth that is manifest in the attempt to create
life in the test tube, in the desire to mix 'frozen germ plasm from people of
demonstrated ability under the microscope to produce superior human beings'
and 'to alter [their] size, shape and function'... There is no reason to doubt our
present abilities to accomplish such an exchange, such as there is no doubt
to our present ability to destroy all organic life on earth. The question is
only whether we wish to use our new scientific and technical knowledge in
this direction, and this question cannot be decided by scientific means; it is
a political question of the first order and therefore can hardly be left to the

decision of professional scientists or professional politicians" ***
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