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“deterrence research typically leaves one with a single :7°00™1921 19D 12°0W *53 150
elasticity that combines some mixture of deterrence and incapacitation effects (since
it measures the association between the punishment rate and crime rate, its elasticity
typically reflects the virtually impossible-to-separate combination of deterrence and
incapacitation effects).” Alex Piquero & Alfred Blumstein, Does Incapacitation Reduce
.Crime?, 23(4) J. oF QUANTITATIVE CRIMINOLOGY 267, 283 (2007)

Steven N. Durlauf & Daniel S. Nagin, Imprisonment and Crime: Can both be reduced? 151
10(1) CrimiNoLOGY & PuB. PoL’y 13 (2011); Johnson Rucker & Steven Raphael How
Much Crime Reduction Does the Marginal Prisoner Buy?, 55(2) J. or L. & Econ. 275
.(2012)
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Lawrence Katz, Steven D. Levitt & Ellen Shustorovich, Prison Conditions, Capital 153
Punishment, and Deterrence, 5(2) Am. L. & Econ. Rev. 318 (2003); Francesco Drago,
Roberto Galbiati & Pietro Vertova, The Deterrent Effects of Prison: Evidence from a
.Natural Experiment, 117(2) J. or poL. Econ. 257 (2009)

“Using prison overcrowding litigation as an instrument for changes in the prison 154
population, this paper attempts to estimate the marginal productivity of increased
incarceration in reducing crime. The estimates obtained are two to three times larger
than the conventional wisdom. The results are robust across all of the crime categories
examined. Incarcerating one additional prisoner reduces the number of crimes by
approximately fifteen per year, a number in close accordance with the level of criminal
.348 'nya,75 W1 2°¥% ,0NY activity reported by the medial prisoner in surveys”;

“[...] the [economics] studies [are characterized by] empirical defects, such as failing 155
to account for endogenous relationships, overlooking the risk of model dependency,
ignoring complex dynamic relationships, using variables that either do not correctly
measure the relevant theory or do not isolate it from competing claims, and relying
consistently on the same source of data.” John F. Pfaff, The empirics of prison growth:
A critical review and path forward, 98(2) THE J. oF Crim. L. & CRIMINOLOGY 547, 547-
.619 (2008)

“Prior to incarceration, every federal inmate is assigned a score intended to reflect his 156
need for supervision. An inmate is then assigned to a prison security level depending
in part on where his score falls relative to certain predetermined cutoff values. By
comparing inmates on either side of the boundaries between different security levels, we
estimate the effect on recidivism of being assigned to a higher security level. Since both
the physical and social conditions of confinement vary dramatically with security level,
this setting provides a quasi-experiment for identifying the effect of prison conditions
on post-release outcomes [ ...] We find no evidence that harsher confinement conditions

120



| (N7'Y' NVYNIN NY'T 0'OTA1) NYNINN TOIN2 NWTINN NIJANN

IM192) AYOWDD Y270 WP IMWR XPNT ANDD 0 DOREIA (TN DTV 003N
1% Freakonomics 07903 ,732771 012 03,7331 .(TARNA2 72 773w 797y 1w 903
W Hwn MnD pI 37207 19127 NMIaRTMSIRG 0°XIPO7 Noon YW P70 °D 00
277 732 — MITINRT 023w DWW NP2 MEIR DX NIDRAT AYOwa 1770
Roe vs. 1°3¥2 1777 pOD IR M5 Hw 1781935 7831 M2 0°wIwn T0on v
DX 7777207 XY KT X7 ,7y000 DY wha ayown IX°95% v oX 03,10 X . Wade

T2y ¥1%°22 1IPRAT DNT2 0w D0an

0°1°W OX X°77 0P DPURID APKRY YN An¥yOws Ao ox A9RwY 1ayn

QNP — X277 2 3102 IX TOKMA MAYR Jqwna X977 PRIN2 — TOXMT NI
1607391 Y2p 77 17°1v2 .AYUWER MY o°Mw> N°N2°0

Studies of the deterrent effect of increases in already long prison sentences
find at most a modest deterrent effect. However, there is evidence suggesting a
concave relationship between the magnitude of deterrent effects and sentence

reduce recidivism. If anything, our estimates suggest that moving an inmate over a
cutoff that increases his assigned security level from minimum to above minimum
security tends to increase his likelihood of rearrest following release. Although small
sample sizes mean that our estimates are not uniformly statistically significant, they are
nevertheless difficult to reconcile with models of “specific deterrence,” and seem more
consistent with models of social interactions or psychological effects of incarceration
[...] Our finding that harsher imprisonment conditions do not reduce recidivism stands in
contrast to prior evidence of a specific deterrence effect, in which punishing a criminal
more severely reduces that individual’s subsequent probability of recidivism.” M.
Keith Chen & Jesse M. Shapiro, Do harsher prison conditions reduce recidivism? A
.discontinuity-based approach, 9(1) Am. L. & Econ. Rev. 1, 3-4 (2007)

“Using Steven Levitt’s model with prison overcrowding litigation as an instrument
for changes in the prison population, this paper finds no statistically significant impact
between crime rates and the number of prisoners for the years 2000 to 2013. Levitt’s
findings of each additional prisoner reducing the number of crimes by 15 per year no
longer retain significance. The vastly different relationships between total prisoners
and total crime rates in the two time periods implicate these findings. There are then
important policy implications to consider following these results. Crime has followed
a downward trend over the past decade. However, the United States’ practice of mass
incarceration may not be the reason behind these falling crime rates. Correlation between
growing prison populations and reduced crime does not mean causation.” Nathan
Shekita, The Effect of Prison Populations on Crime Rates 1, http://economics-files.
.pomona.edu/GarySmith/Econ190/Econ190%202015/Nathan%20Shekita.pdf

STEVEN D. LEVITT & STEPHEN J. DUBNER, FREAKONOMICS: A ROGUE EcoNomisT EXPLORES
.THE HIDDEN SIDE OF EVERYTHING (New York: William Morrow, 2005)
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length, which implies decreasing marginal deterrence returns to increases
in sentence length.
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Sam KAMIN PUNISHMENT AND DEMOCRACY: THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT IN CALIFORNIA
.(Oxford University Press, 2001)

Eric Helland & Alexander Tabarrok, Does Three Strikes Deter? A Nonparametric 162
Estimation, 42(2) ThE J. oF HuM. REsources 309 (2007)

Stephen Raphael & Jens Ludwig, Prison Sentence Enhancements: The Case of Project 163
Exile In EvALUATING GUN PoLicy: EFrecTs oN CRIME AND VIOLENCE 251, 274-277 (Jens
.Ludwig, Philip J. Cook Eds. Brookings Institution Press, 2003)

.67 "1 2>y Hjalmarsson X7 164

David Weisburd, Tomer Einat & Matt Kowalski, The Miracle of the Cells: An Experimental 165
Study of Interventions to Increase Payment of Court-Ordered Financial Obligations,
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ANGELA HAWKEN & MARK KLEIMAN, MANAGING DRUG INVOLVED PROBATIONERS WITH 166
SwiFT AND CERTAIN SANCTIONS: EvaLUATING Hawal’s HOPE (National Criminal Justice
.Reference Services, 2009)
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