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Although this affinity for the status quo might be interpreted as a rational
response to real transition costs and to uncertain outcomes, the experiments
(by abstracting from these factors) suggest strongly that the answer lies
elsewhere. In our view, the best explanation is that the status quo choice acts
as a psychological anchor. Roughly speaking, the stronger the individual s
previous commitment to the status quo, the stronger the anchoring effect.”
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There should be a meaningful presumption of release at first eligibility, so
that the majority of prisoners are released at that time. Parole boards should
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be based on credible assessments of risk of serious criminal conduct and
readiness for reentry.!!
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