
Liberalism Beyond lnstitutions 
Monday, June 12, 2023 15:45 

Elga Cegla Conference Rooom (021) 

The Buchmann faculty of Law 

Prof. Joshua L. Cherniss 
Georgetown University 

.,_ , 

Joshua Chemiss (DPhn O.ford, PhD Harvard) is Associate Prolessor, 
AS50dateChair and Direct<סof Graduare Studiesln rhe Otparrmen1 1ס 
Governmenr, Georgelown Universiry, Heis rhe au!horof AMindond 

its Tim,: The Development of lsoioh Berlint Polir;גa/ Thought (2013} 

and UberoHsm in Dork Times: The Uberol Ethos in the Twendeth 

Centyש(202 I ), and co,editor (wiזh Sreven 8. Smiזh) of TheCoegdiאlm 

Cסmponioo to lwioh Berlin (2018), His worl< centers on rhe hisrory 
of libe<alism, porוtical 1hou9ht in the 1wen1ie1h cenrury, and polhical 

ethics. 

From dרe p,ojecזs of liberal coosזitution•maldng in rhe early nlne1een1h cenlury 10 John Rawls's 
dedaration tוla1 justke is the 'first vir1ue 1ס insזJ1utions,' liא!ralism וs olזen assocוared with lns1hu1ions, 
broadlyconstrued. The full picזureismore complicared;as recenl his1onansofliberalism suchas Helena 
Rosenblatt and Edmund fawcett have reminded u.s, liberal rhinkers have long been concemed whh 
ma11ers lhal go nסyebd institutioos-matters of penonal conduct and characזer, and public cul1ure. This 
offers a rejoinder to criticswho sא �beralism as too narזow,formalistic,aמd moralt)r and motivationaUy 
impoverished. Yet il alsoraises challenging queslioos. lf liberalism is characterized by fear of an overly 

constrained conce ptionof how individualsshoukl live, and of attempts to impose, or even encourage, 
such a conception of how 10 livt 1hrough poli1ical •ctioח. iו m•y be safe, •nd mort consisten1 f or llberalism 
10 confine hsdf 10 •rזicula1ing a jus� pr1סec1Jve iתs1iru1ion•I frameworl< wi1hinwhkh indlviduals can 
pursue 1heirown affairs tn 1heil ownway. Borh res1ric1in9 liberalism to וns1hu1ioח•I presוcip1Jon� and 
going beyond suclו prescriplions lo engage in 'soulcran; may be fraught with daתgers 

ln 1hlspaper I show how •nd why some libזe•I 1hinkers believtd 11 neasseנc,y 109obeyond ins1i1ut',on� 
10 define libזealism by, and pro,no1e h זhrough, non-וr1s1iru1lon•\ 'penonaו• rneans. ו a�o show how 
they soogh1 10 craft such'penonal'verslons 1ס �beraGsm ln • way 1h1.ן would mrז the proolemsof 
coercion aתd unnormiry-and, lndeed, might do so more effectivety lhan a purely insthutional •pprסach. 
Through rhis necessarilybrief, sele<tive,and incomplete recon!tructlon, 1 hopelo suggesl lhat the<eare 
good reasons fo,liberals lo go beyood inS!i\וJlions,and goodways 10 do sowiזhina מberal framework. 
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