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“It is clear to this court that Mexican-Americans, or Americans with Spanish
surnames, or whatever they are called, or whatever they would like to be
called, Latin-Americans, or several other new names of identification — and
parenthetically the court will take notice that this naming for identification
phenomena is similar to that experienced in the Negro groups: black, Negro,
colored, and now black again, with an occasional insulting epithet that is used
less and less by white people... fortunately... [I]t is clear to this court that
these people for whom we have used the word Mexican-Americans to describe
their class, group, or segment of our population, are an identifiable ethnic-
minority... This is not surprising; we can notice and identify their physical
characteristics, their language, their predominant religion, their distinct culture,
and, of course, their Spanish surnames”.
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