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The question arises, then, whether what we want for ourselves individually
as consumers is consistent with the goals we would set for ourselves
collectively as citizens. Would I vote for the sort of things I shop for? Are
my preferences as a consumer consistent with my judgments as a citizen?

They are not. I am schizophrenic ... I speed on the highway; yet I want the
police to enforce laws against speeding. I used to buy mixers in returnable
bottles — but who can bother to return them? I buy only disposable now,
but, to soothe my conscience, I urge my state senator to outlaw one-way
containers. [ love my car; I hate the bus. Yet I vote for candidates who
promise to tax gasoline to pay for public transportation. I send my dues to
the Sierra Club to protect areas in Alaska I shall never visit ... And of course,
I applaud the Endangered Species Act, although I have no earthly use for
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the Colorado Squawfish or the Indiana bat. I support almost any political
cause that I think will defeat my consumer interests. This is because I have
contempt for — although I act upon — those interests. I have an “Ecology
Now" sticker on a car that drips oil everywhere it's parked.’
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